' he Cold War

After World War I, the Communist and anti-Communist nations of
the world opposed each other in what came to be called the Cold War.

B The two main opponents were the Soviet Union and the
United States, the superpowers that had been allies in
World War II.

Bm The Cold War was mainly a political and economic struggle,
but sometimes it erupted into regional shooting wars.
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The U.S.-led NATO alliance and the
Soviet-led Warsaw Pact had enough
nuclear weapons to kill every person
on earth. Neither side could attack
the other without risking complete
destruction from a counterattack.
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