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A2\ VYorld War II Engulfs the World

World War II was the most devastating war in history. It
was fought between two groups of countries—the Axis and

Axis vs. Allies

the Allies.

B Before the war, the Axis nations extended their territories
by seizing nearby countries. Japan went into China, Italy
into Albania, and Germany into Austria. Other nations
joined forces as the Allies and tried to stop them.

B Early in the war, the Axis powers defeated every country
they attacked. By 1940 only the United Kingdom was left
to oppose Germany in Western Europe.

Six other nations were allies
of the Axis during the war.

= [n 1941 Germany attacked the Soviet Union, and Japan
attacked the United States, causing these two powerful
nations to join the Allies.

B By the time the Allies had defeated the Axis, Japan and
much of Europe were in ruins.

Germany United Kingdom
Japan United States
Italy ‘Soviet Union
China
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There were 50 Allied nations 4
from around the world.

The Allies had greater resources than the
Axis. The United Kingdom used troops and
supplies from its colonies. The United States
had vast industrial power.

Lives Lost in World Wars
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World War |
‘ 10 million dead

World War Il
51 million dead

Worldwide, World War Il took the lives of more
people, mostly civilians, than any other war.

V_Vinston Churchill, center, inspired the British to continue
fighting. During the Battle of Britain, the country
withstood nightly German air raids.
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What was the 7z
: “final solution™? _ : :
. The Nazi government of POW LT Dl N
Germany locked up all-the Bering Sea
Jews and Gypsies they could s .
find. The Nazis considered | T
| them inferior and evil: a
“problem” to be solved. 3
Their so-called “final :\ﬂ‘.“bt 6
solution” was to kill them. i e August 1945 Japan
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