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ise of Communism

In the early 1900s, the people of Russia and China were
unhappy with their rulers and governments. Some were
attracted to communism as a way of achieving radical
changes in their countries.

Bl Tn 1917 angry Russian soldiers, workers, and
peasants overthrew the czar. Civil war followed.

The communists won the war and remade Russia
as the Soviet Union.

=m After the Chinese emperor lost power in 1912,
China collapsed into chaos and civil war. The ‘- :
Chinese communists finally gained control in 1949. Lenin was the leader of the Bolshevik (or

. . . . Communist) Party. His army and secret police
== Afterward the victorious communists in both crushed all opponents in Russia.

countries murdered millions of their enemies.
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Russian Revolution
and Civil War The Bolsheviks (communists) also were called Reds.

1917-1922 Their opponents, the anti-Bolsheviks, were called

Areas of Control, 1918 Whites. Reds and Whites battled for control of Russia.

(] Bolsheviks (Reds)
@ Bolshevik-controlled city
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October Revolution
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establish a communist

government.
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1919-1921 Red Army
advances and wins war.
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e <§5 ‘11912 Last emperor |.

gives up throne.

1916-1935 Local military churia
leaders known as warlords MONGoOLIA é\gc%;ed py Japanl
rule their own regions. ' (00 fer 1931)

E} 1926-27 Nationalists (KMT) begin
.| war against warlords and communists.
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China After the Emperor * “
1912-1937

Areas of Control
Nationalists (KMT Party)
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O Local \n{arlor_ds and members of the Nationalist and Communist parties fought for
power in China. By the mid-1930s, the Nationalists seemed in control.
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Chinese Civil War 2% 1945-1946 Soviet Union

1945-1951 m g ) occupies Manchuria.
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e¥ 1949 Communists proclaim ;
~ the People's Republic of China.| 478
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After World War I, the Communists forced the Nationalists onto the island of Taiwan. Compare
the areas under Communist control by 1937 and by 1950. 113




